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				The “Upon” Baptism

			

		

		
			
				Unknown Tongues

			

		

		
			
				And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

			

		

		
			
				Controversy still surrounds the baptism of the Holy Spirit and its accompanying evidence of unknown tongues. Some teach that the baptism of the Holy Spirit died out with the last of the original apostles. But the scriptures show us that more than just the apostles were filled. 

				Others say unknown tongues were meant to be a sign to non-believers and nothing more. Yet the Apostle Paul writes that one who speaks in tongues speaks to God, not men. 

				Still others say the exercise of tongues today is devilish and demonic. But then, why does Jesus say, “How much more would the Father give the Holy Ghost to those 
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				who ask him?” 

				There is no controversy about the baptism of the Spirit or its evidence of tongues in the Word. The book of Acts lays out the scriptural pattern: the baptism is a second definite experience for the believer, and unknown tongues is its initial evidence. The Bible not only gives us the pattern of a second definite experience, it also teaches us how invaluable the gift is as a means of prayer and source of spiritual strength. •
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				Pneuma Hagion

			

		

		
			
				Take Holy Spirit!

			

		

		
			
				The walk of faith isn’t so much an idle journey, but a deliberate call to master the deeper truths of redemption.

			

		

		
			
				The Greek word pneuma is regularly translated spirit in our Bibles. It can mean a number of different things. In 1 Thessalonians 5:23, where Paul prays that our pneuma, soul, and body be kept sound and blameless until the day of the Lord, it means the inner man. In 2 Timothy 1:7, Paul uses it to mean character (“a pneuma of cowardice”). God is a pneuma, John writes, and so are demons. (Jn 4:24; Mk 1:23) Its meaning all depends upon context, and translators usually recognize this. But they appear to have thrown out the translation rules when they came across pneuma paired with hagion, the Greek word for holy. These two words are consistently translated to mean the person of the Holy Spirit no matter the context. They also decided to add a definite 

			

		

		
			
				3

			

		

		
			
				Tongues in Plain English

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Tongues in Plain English

			

		

		
			
				4

			

		

		
			
				article (“the”) although the Greek might not have one. So, the Greek’s spirit holy is usually translated the Holy Spirit (“the Holy Ghost” in the King James) no matter the context. The problem with this is that when the apostles wrote spirit holy without a definite article, they weren’t referring to the Spirit himself, but his gifts, distributions, and operations. E.W. Bullinger put it this way in his Word Studies on the Holy Spirit: pneuma hagion “is never used of the Holy Spirit, but always of what He does; it is never used of the Giver, but always of His gifts and operations.” 

				The apostles, on the other hand, used definite articles when they referred to the person of the Holy Spirit. Two scriptures illustrate the point. In John 20:22, Jesus said, “Receive pneuma hagion!” He didn’t use a definite article (“the”) when he said it, so we understand that he was speaking about the Spirit’s gifts and operations, not the Spirit Himself. In Acts 21:11, the prophet Agabus prophesied to Paul about his trip to Jerusalem, saying, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owns this girdle and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.’” Here, Luke didn’t write pneuma hagion, but to pneuma to hagion. (A literal English translation would read: the spirit the holy.) He used definite articles to denote the person of the Holy Ghost was speaking.

				Why is this important? When we understand that the apostles distinguished the person of the Holy Spirit from the gifts he bestows and his operations in the church, we see the outlines of redemption more clearly. In John 20:22, we understand that Jesus was not telling his disciples to receive the person of the Holy Spirit, but his operation of the new birth. The same is true for the baptism of the Spirit. It is a gift and operation of the Spirit bestowed upon those who have been born again. •
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				A Second Definite Experience

			

		

		
			
				The Lord’s Mandate

			

		

		
			
				The baptism of the Holy Spirit isn’t a matter of convenience. It is a direct mandate from the resurrected Lord. 

			

		

		
			
				“Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” Genesis 2:7

				“As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed into them and said to them, “Receive [the] Holy Spirit.” John 20:22

				And while staying with them he charged them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me, for John baptized with water, but before many days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” Acts 1:4–5
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				These three verses provide the framework for understanding how the baptism is a second definite experience for the believer. Moses writes about how God made Adam’s body from the dust of the earth, which is how he made the animals, too. But God went further with Adam. Once he had fashioned him from the ground, he blew into him the breath of life—his own spiritual materiality of the God-kind of life. Adam became a living soul at that instant, a natural being infused and animated by a spiritual inner man. 

				Jesus gives us a glimpse of how man stands in two worlds with his account of the rich man in Luke. There, he describes a rich man who lived lavishly while a beggar named Lazarus sat outside his gate, begging for scraps with the dogs. The rich man eventually died, but that was not the end of it. Jesus tells us how this man of the world lifted up his eyes in hades, how his throat burned with thirst, and how he spoke to both Lazarus, who had also died by that time, and to the patriarch Abraham, whom he somehow recognized. A man’s spiritual body appears to have the same range of motion in the spiritual world as his natural body does in the physical world by the way Jesus tells it. 

				The spiritual man is depicted as an objective reality throughout scripture. When Jesus trekked up the mount of transfiguration, for instance, both Moses and Elijah met him there and talked with him about his “exodus,” his upcoming death and resurrection. Moses, at least, had died thousands of years earlier, but here he was speaking to Jesus just the same. Paul recounts his own visit to paradise, saying, “Whether I was in my body, or out of my body, I couldn’t tell.” In other words, he couldn’t distinguish any difference between how his natural body operated in the earth and how his spiritual inner man operated in the third heaven. 

				Adam’s spiritual nature dominated over his flesh until he rebelled in the garden. God had told him that by eating of the tree, “In dying, you will die.” And die he did—spiritually—when he ate of the fruit. Sin seized in and his spiritual nature became polluted and impure. Moses recounted the entrance of spiritual death by showing that Adam and Eve perceived each other with new eyes. 

				Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. Genesis 3:7

				The apostle Paul described it in more austere terms in his letter to the Christians in Rome: 

				Wherefore, as by one man sin entered the world, and death by sin; so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned [in Adam]. Romans 5:12
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				The Father sent Jesus to redeem us out of this condition. Jesus said no one could experience God’s kingdom unless he had been born again, that is, unless that spiritual death had been eradicated and, fortunately for us, he came to pave the way for that new life. He offered himself up on the cross and died so he could be resurrected as a high priest of a new and better covenant and ascend into heaven to present his blood on the mercy seat there. Once he had obtained salvation for us all, he reenacted Genesis in John 20:22 by blowing the materiality of God-life spirit into his disciples. 

				Once they had been spiritually reborn, there was still spiritual work to do. He told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to stay until they had received the promise of the Father. The Spirit would dress them with power.

				We read in Acts 2 that is exactly what happened. 

				When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Acts 2:1–4.

				The Holy Spirit fell on them while they were gathered together for prayer. They had what looked like licks of fire appear over their heads, and the intensity of the power made them appear like drunks to others. But the initial evidence of this baptism of power was a new-found ability to speak in other tongues—tongues powered by the Spirit (the Greek literally says, “as the Spirit gave them continual utterance”). 

				This baptism of power echoes Christ’s own ministry. He was born sinless but didn’t enter into public ministry until John baptized him in the Jordan River. There, as the Holy Ghost descended upon him in the form like a dove, he was anointed with the Spirit and with power. Peter put it this way, “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil.”

				The “upon” baptism is the anointing of the church for spiritual action. A quick read through Acts shows that its manifestations of the Spirit are the very same manifestations that Jesus experienced in his ministry—works of miracles, gifts of healings, words of knowledge, etc.—with the exception of other tongues. Jesus didn’t need to speak in other tongues because he always prayed in line with the Father’s perfect will. We, on the other hand, need the Spirit’s help on that score. We often don’t even know where to begin. •
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				Pneuma Hagion

			

		

		
			
				Birth of the Church

			

		

		
			
				Rome’s cross was the means of fulfilling the curse described in the book of Deuteronomy, written thousands of years before Jesus’ crucifixion.

			

		

		
			
				Some teachers say Pentecost was the birth of the church, not Jesus’ reenactment of Genesis that we see in John’s Gospel. His blowing, they say, was nothing more than a “predictive prophecy” that was fulfilled at Pentecost. 

				They are wrong on this. This teaching not only ignores Genesis, it doesn’t jive with the original Greek either. When Jesus said, “Receive Holy Ghost,” he used the present-tense imperative of receive. This imperative is like a captain’s orders to his crew: “Lift that hoist!” “Mop that floor!” “Walk the plank!” The action is to be performed right away, not some indeterminate time in the future. Greek, in fact, 
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				doesn’t even have a future imperative. 

				So Jesus didn’t say, “Receive ye the Holy Ghost sometime from now.” The disciples were to take it right then and there. That means they were already born-from-above believers when the Spirit fell on them at Pentecost. This is consistent with what Jesus said to them before his death on the cross: “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may live with you forever, even the spirit of truth whom the world cannot receive.” The baptism of the Spirit isn’t about salvation; it isn’t for non-believers. It is a second definite experience for service, prayer, and ministry for those who have already been born again. • 
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				Scriptural Patterns

			

		

		
			
				The Initial Evidence

			

		

		
			
				We do well to follow the patterns outlined in scripture. Acts demonstrates that the initial evidence of tongues goes hand-in-hand with the baptism of power.

			

		

		
			
				The first time we see the new tongues that Jesus mentioned in Mark’s Gospel (“and they shall speak with new tongues”) is on the day of Pentecost after Jesus had ascended into heaven. He had told the disciples that he had to leave so that another Comforter could come: “It is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.” (Jn 16:7) Stay in Jerusalem, he said, and the Spirit would come and dress them up with power. 
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				And while staying with them he charged them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me, for John baptized with water, but before many days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit. . . . But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:4–5, 8)

				God poured out his Spirit upon them just ten days later. 

				When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 2:1–4)

				There’s no doubt that this initial outpouring was dramatic. A howling sound of wind filled the house where they had gathered together for prayer, and a sign of the Spirit appeared over their heads as licks of fire. Luke writes that they were all “filled with the Spirit” and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. Luke’s “gave” is in the Greek imperfect tense. This means it wasn’t just a one-off, the Spirit empowered them to speak in tongues continually. Luke also writes that the infilling and initial evidence of tongues went hand-in-hand. In other words, the disciples weren’t baptized at one point in time and found that they had the ability to speak in tongues some time later. 

				Samaria

				The second account of the Spirit’s infilling occurred some eight years later. This account bears out the fact that the infilling is a second definite experience for the Christian, and that tongues is its initial sign. 

				Philip went down to a city of Samaria, and proclaimed to them the Christ. And the multitudes with one accord gave heed to what was said by Philip, when they heard him and saw the signs which he did. For unclean spirits came out of many who were possessed, crying with a loud voice; and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. So there was much joy in that city. . . [W]hen they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. (Acts 8:5–8, 12)
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				Philip preached Christ, and the people believed and were baptized. Today that’s pretty much the end of the story because many churches preach salvation only. But it wasn’t in Acts. 

				Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit; for it had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. (Acts 8:14–17)

				Peter and John followed up to support Philip’s evangelistic work. When they arrived in Samaria, they found that the people had indeed been saved, but Luke notes that the Spirit hadn’t yet fallen on them (Luke’s words of “fallen on them” hearkens back to Jesus’ baptism where the Spirit “fell” on him in the form of a dove). Peter and John laid their hands on the people, and they received the baptism.

				The text doesn’t explicitly say that the people spoke in tongues when they were filled, but it’s apparent from the context. Simon, a local sorcerer who had also believed Philip’s message, saw what happened when Peter and John laid their hands on those who had been saved. He said, “Hey, give me this power too, that whomever I lay my hands on receives the Holy Ghost.” He even offered Peter and John money for this. He apparently had seen some sign of power when the apostles laid their hands on the people, and the context tells us it was unknown tongues. 

				Note here the laying on of hands for the baptism. The laying on of hands is an ordinance of the church (Heb 6:1–2), and is used for a variety of things, but never to get people saved. People must believe in their hearts that Jesus was resurrected from the dead, and confess him as Lord to be born again. There is no scriptural support for the laying on of hands on sinners to receive salvation. Peter and John laid hands on the Samaritans to receive the baptism.

				One other thing to note is that the baptism was given to the Samaritans. The Jews considered them “half-breeds,” unworthy of the covenant. They were of Jewish descent, but they observed Mount Gerizim as the true Temple mount, not Jerusalem. (See Jn 4:1–26 – Samaritan woman at the well) Luke likely included this account to demonstrate the expansion of the Gospel beyond the Jews. 

				The Gentiles

				Though Jesus died for the sins of the whole world, that wasn’t immediately obvious to the apostles. One day, Peter was praying in the upper room (roof top) of a house and the Lord gave him a vision of some animals that were 
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				unclean under the Torah (the law). 

				“Peter! Kill and eat!” the Lord said. 

				“No.” Peter said. He was a Jew and the Torah didn’t allow him to eat animals like that. 

				The Lord said it again and again, but Peter didn’t back down. The animals disappeared, leaving Peter stumped. Three men showed up at his gate while he was trying to figure out the meaning of the vision.

				“These three men are looking for you. Go with them because I’ve sent them,” the Spirit said.

				He came down from the roof top and the men took him back to Cornelius, a Roman centurion and a Gentile (non-Jew). An angel had appeared to Cornelius and instructed him to fetch Peter and have him speak to his family. Cornelius and his family and friends were gathered together when Peter arrived. Peter, realizing that the Gospel had been opened to all, preached Christ to them. The Spirit fell while he was preaching and all in Cornelius’s household were saved and baptized in the Spirit at the same time. 

				While Peter was still saying this, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. And the believers from among the circumcised who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. (Acts 10:44–46a)

				Two things stand out. First, although the baptism is a secondary experience for the Christian, God can baptize a man the moment he is saved. Second, the text says that Peter knew that Cornelius and the rest had been filled because they spoke in tongues (the word in the Greek is gar which means because of or as a result of). The scriptures are clear that proof of the baptism is other tongues.

				The Ephesians

				The Apostle Paul’s experience with the Ephesian Christians mirrors the typical experience that believers have today. Many are saved, but few are taught about the baptism as a secondary experience. Luke gives us the account of some Christians from Ephesus Paul met during his travels. 

				While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have never even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said, “Into what then 
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				were you baptized?” They said, “Into John’s baptism.” And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. (Acts 19:1–3, 6)

				Luke calls the brothers “disciples,” so we understand that they were Christians. But Paul, knowing that they had been saved, wasn’t content to leave them with a salvation-only experience. 

				“Have you received the Holy Ghost since you believed?” 

				Apparently they hadn’t.

				“No, we’ve never even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”

				So, like Peter and John did with the believers in Samaria, Paul laid his hands on them and the Holy Spirit “came upon them.” They exhibited the same initial evidence of tongues as all the other accounts we read in Acts. 

				Paul’s Own Infilling

				Last is Paul’s own infilling. We put it last because his letters instruct us about the use of other tongues in individual prayer and in public worship. Chronologically, he had been filled before he met the Ephesian disciples. 

				While he was traveling on a road to Damascus to persecute yet even more Christians, a bright light—brighter than the noonday sun—shown about him and Jesus’ voice emanated out from it: “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” He was born again in the midst of this vision, and was called to preach the Gospel to the nations, meaning the Gentiles. He couldn’t see after the vision, so his men took him to a house owned by Judas in the city of Damascus. There he prayed and had another vision. He saw a man named Ananias coming to see him. 

				Around the same time, Jesus appeared to a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. Jesus told him to find Paul (called Saul then) and lay his hands on him. 

				Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for a man of Tarsus named Saul; for behold, he is praying, and he has seen a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came, has sent me that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 9:10–12, 17)

				Luke doesn’t tell us how or when Ananias came to know about Paul’s vision or how 
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				he knew that Paul needed the infilling of the Holy Ghost, but it’s clear that the Lord informed him of these things before he entered Judas’s house and laid his hands on Paul.

				We understand that Paul’s infilling included the evidence of speaking in other tongues. How so? Ananias laid hands on him like Peter and John did the Samaritans, and Luke reports that Paul was “filled with the Spirit,” in the same language the disciples had been on the day of Pentecost. More than that, Paul writes in his letter to the Christians at Corinth: “Now I want you all to speak in tongues; I thank God that I speak in tongues more than you all.” (1 Cor 14: 5, 18) He also provided us the truth that one who prays in tongues “speaks not to men, but to God, howbeit in the spirit he speaks mysteries.” (1 Cor. 14:2) Tongues, no doubt, was a prominent part of his life and ministry. •

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				16

			

		

		
			
				Tongues for All 

			

		

		
			
				Spiritual Benefits

			

		

		
			
				The baptism is a baptism of power. The scriptures lay out the spiri-tual benefits of walking out the faith as a Spirit-filled believer. 

			

		

		
			
				On Pentecost, once the disciples were filled with the Spirit, they spilled out into the streets, staggering around like drunks while speaking in other tongues. Jews from all kinds of different backgrounds—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, Asians, Mesopotamians, Phrygians—were in Jerusalem for the festival. Luke writes that they all heard the disciples praising God in their native tongues. Bible teachers have taken this idiosyncratic manifestation—the hearing of native languages—and have used it to say that other tongues is given solely as a witnessing tool for foreigners. While that can happen (God can manifest things how he wants), it certainly isn’t the rule. None of the other accounts in Acts involves foreigners hearing the Gospel in their own languages when Christians 
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				received the infilling. (The careful reader will notice that the Word doesn’t explicitly say that the disciples spoke in other languages, but that people heard them speak in their native tongues. This particular manifestation might have involved the people’s hearing rather than the disciples’ speaking.) The Word, instead, shows that tongues is primarily a personal gift for individual prayer (there is a public ministry of tongues and interpretation, but those are entirely different manifestations). 

				Paul writes that tongues aren’t normally supposed to be understood by other people: “He that speaks in an unknown tongue doesn’t speak to men because they can’t understand him; he speaks to God.” (1 Cor 14:2) And not only that, but the person speaking in tongues doesn’t necessarily understand them either: “For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays but my mind is unfruitful.” (1 Cor 14:14) Tongues isn’t for the public witness of the Gospel or the pray-er’s own intellectual benefit. 

				So what good is the empowerment then? Paul explains: “The man who speaks in a tongue speaks to God; in the spirit he speaks mysteries. (1 Cor 14:2) The Word demonstrates that God is a spirit, (Jn 4:24; Heb 11:6), and we know that our inner man is a spirit, too. (1 Thess 5:23) Tongues is a channel of communication where the Christian’s hidden man of the heart prays out the secrets of God so he can establish his plans and purposes in the earth. (They’re secrets to us, not to him. There are no secrets with him.) This gifting is a superlative means of prayer that provides the believer with a number of spiritual benefits.

				Spiritual Edification

				Paul and Jude use the same Greek word for edifies and building up. It’s oikodomeo, which means to build or construct something, or to increase the potential of someone or something. Both men write that one who prays in tongues builds a structure to the mysteries he prays out which, in turn, increases his potential in the spirit. This edification isn’t mental, but spiritual.

				He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but he who prophesies edifies the church. (1 Corinthians 14:4)

				But you, beloved, build yourselves up on your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit. (Jude 20)

				that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with might through his Spirit in the inner man. (Ephesians 3:16)

				While its contours are hard to describe because it’s a spiritual operation that involves praying out divine secrets beyond natural understanding, Paul’s words in Ephesians lend us some guidance. He prays that the Ephesians be strengthened 
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				in their “inner man,” or, their spirits, which have been renewed after the image of God’s son. He wants his readers to be strong enough to grasp the realities of the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ so they could be filled with all the fullness of God. We can be confident that tongues strengthens the believer along these same lines. And, as Jude shows us, tongues not only builds a platform for increased capacity to labor with the Lord, it keeps us in the love of God, too. It seems that praying out the secrets of God, giving birth to his plans and purposes of applying the Gospel in certain situations, strengthens the praying Christian’s capacity to live and walk in the love of Christ. So, tongues isn’t a bare transaction, a sort of request-and-answer session; it’s a dynamic exchange where God enlightens our spirits with his secrets and we yield ourselves to giving those secrets substance and structure in the earth and, as we do so, we’re strengthened by his Spirit working in and through us. 

				It’s true that we need to know the Word and act on what we understand of it. But we also need the infusion of power in our inner man because we contend with an adversary who is hell-bent on thwarting our faith and the Gospel’s spread in the earth. 

				Praying the Unknown

				“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words.”

				—Romans 8:26

				The intelligence behind tongues is remarkable. When Adam waved his fist at God and ate of the fruit of the tree, he plunged himself, his seed, and the rest of creation into darkness. The earth became cursed and God’s arch enemy, a diabolical rebellious angel, ascended to the stature as the god of this world. This prince of the power of the air not only dominates the unregenerate man’s darkened heart, he animates man to frustrate God’s redemptive acts every which way he can. 

				Jesus birthed the church with a coterie of disciples in the middle of this fierce age. If the Father had left her without an “upon” baptism, without tongues, his actions in the earth would have been limited to only what this small number of disciples could ask or think. His Gospel and prayer would have been weighed down by the natural intellects of a relatively few unrenewed minds—minds limited to the senses of this natural life. The flood tide of the Gospel would have been dammed to a trickle, dribbling through the disciples’ small circles of friends, family, acquaintances, and maybe a stranger or a public figure here and there. 

				But God didn’t leave the church without a baptism, without “power from on high.” 
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				He dressed her with the power of his Spirit. This gave his children the ability to transcend the frailties of their natural intellects in prayer. Through the medium of tongues, God could take hold together with men against the weaknesses of man’s limitations (that’s what the Greek literally says) and extend his reach beyond anything men could dream up with their own small minds. 

				We can now enter the throne room where God sets the agenda. A woman in Tennessee can pray for a missionary she’s never seen or heard of who’s been arrested for spreading the Gospel in some hostile country. A man in Budapest can pray for a boy he’ll never meet who’s just lost his mom and dad in a car accident in New Zealand. A teenager in London can pray for an American diplomat he’ll never lay eyes on who’s just learned that his family has been taken hostage. And a preacher in Boise, Idaho can effectively pray for his own ministry efforts even though he’s clueless about the demonic activity seeking to thwart his own work. Untethered from the inherent weaknesses of an unrenewed mind or stunted spiritual growth, Spirit-filled Christians are only limited to the things their inner man sees God do and hears God say, which is another way of saying they have no limits at all. They can pray in lockstep with God’s perfect will every time in every situation because they are praying out God’s secrets, not their own. 

				Tongues is no small thing. It’s divinely inspired, a divinely created gift that allows believers to truly become co-laborers with Jesus, the head of the church, and God Almighty. 

				Praying God’s Perfect Will

				“Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may prove what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 

				—Romans 12:2

				When the prophet Samuel got up in age, he appointed his sons as judges over Israel. The problem was they weren’t good sons. They were corrupt. The Bible says that they took bribes and perverted justice. After a while, Israel’s elders got together and took their grievances about these men directly to Samuel.

				“Samuel, look, you’re old now, and your sons are no good. Appoint a king for us so we can be like everyone else.”

				Samuel knew his sons were corrupt, but he didn’t like the elders asking for a king. He prayed to the Lord about it.

				“Samuel, go ahead and listen to them. They haven’t rejected you; they’ve rejected 
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				me,” the Lord said. “They don’t want me to reign over them. Even considering all I’ve done for them since delivering them out of Egypt, they’ve forsaken me and followed after other gods. So, go ahead and give them what they want, but warn them about getting what they’re asking for.”

				So Samuel told the people, “Okay, you want a king? Here’s what you’ll get with a king: He’ll take your sons for himself and his chariots. He’ll even make some of them footmen. And he’ll recruit them into armies and make them pawns of war and his own military. And he’ll turn your daughters into maids and cooks and bakers. He’ll take over your fields, even the best ones you’ve got, and he’ll give them to his own staff. And he’ll tax you and give the money to his military. And he’ll take the best young men you’ve got and make them work for him. And you’ll cry out to God because of this king you want, but God isn’t going to hear you.”

				“We want a king anyway, so we can be just like everyone else,” they said.

				God didn’t want Israel to have a king; he wanted to rule over the nation himself through his prophets and judges. But Israel persisted. She wanted a king even after Samuel warned her that she’d be miserable with one. So God let them have one. Samuel’s prophecy later proved true. 

				Left to our own devices, we might not pray for the right things for our lives and for our callings. The Lord’s ideas may be well beyond anything that we’ve seen, heard, or experienced. Our prayer life, then, could end up like Israel’s call for a king—thwarting God’s own plans and intentions, both for us and for others. 

				Tongues allows us to sidestep his permissive will, what he might grudgingly grant because of our impertinence, and step up into the bright light of what he really wants to do with us. The mysteries that we give substance and structure to come from a God who risked sending his own Son to save us. They’re set out for our good, and are in accord with the balance of what God has planned for the body of Christ and the salvation of the world. Through tongues God is better able to inject himself into our lives, allowing us to develop better fruit for the kingdom and increase the living Word in our lives.

				Increased Spiritual Perception

				In the last section of Acts, we see that the Romans had seized Paul and planned to take him to Rome for his appeal to Caesar. People traveled by ship back then, and they often had to change ships several times to make it to their destinations. When Paul’s party landed at Myrna, the Roman centurion leading the party found a ship sailing to Italy and booked it. They shoved off, and when the ship had to stop in Crete, Paul perceived danger ahead. He warned the captain and crew: “Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be with injury and much loss, not only of the cargo and ship, but also of our lives.” The captain, who probably had a lifetime of experience on the sea, looked at the weather and blew off Paul’s warning. Luke writes that the 
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				centurion sided with the captain, so the company set sail for Rome. 

				Where did Paul’s perception come from? His letter to the Corinthian Christians provides a clue. While he had experienced some spectacular visions and revelations during his missionary journeys, this wasn’t one of them. He just perceived a danger; he didn’t say that he had a vision of the ship going down. So where did it come from? It likely came from praying in tongues. Paul writes that he prayed all the time in tongues and when he did, he prayed out divine secrets. These secrets included things to come. (Jn 16:13 – “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.”) Tongues had given him a greater range of spiritual perception, a greater sensitivity, and he picked up on what the Spirit was saying about what was to come. Call it an inarticulable hunch that the ship and the crew were doomed.

				He wasn’t able to save the ship (the captain’s actions prevented that), but he was able to save the crew. Once the ship had entered a tumultuous storm, and after the crew had already tossed all the cargo overboard, Paul stood up on deck after a period of prayer (in tongues?) and announced that God had confirmed his perception with an angelic visitation: “Men, you should have listened to me. You shouldn’t have departed from Crete to suffer this loss. But be of good cheer. No one is going to lose his life. Last night an angel appeared to me and said, ‘Paul, don’t fear. You must be brought before Caesar. God has given you everyone who is sailing with you.’” 

				The whole crew and company of 270 were saved in the end. They wouldn’t have been if Paul hadn’t prayed out the mysteries and acted on his perception of what the Spirit was saying about the ship’s voyage.

				Magnifying God

				“For they heard them speaking in tongues 

				and extolling God.” —Acts 10:46

				Some prominent Bible teachers have warned Christians not to seek this sign of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, calling it “demonic.” They point to anecdotal stories out of Africa where other tongues have been mimicked by people under demonic possession. Frankly, this kind of thing isn’t unexpected. Jesus himself encountered something like this in his earthly ministry. When he met the madman of Gadera, it was clear that the possessing demon had taken control of the man’s vocal cords.

				“What have I to do with thee, Jesus, son of the Most High God?”

				“Come out of the man you unclean spirit!”

				“I adjure thee by God, that you don’t torment me.”
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				“What’s your name?”

				“My name is Legion, for we are many.”

				Notice that one demon took control of the man’s vocal chords for an entire legion. Even if Satan can take control of a person’s voice and cause him to speak a language he doesn’t know, that doesn’t invalidate the tongues we see in the Word. 

				Jesus asked his disciples once, “If you being evil know how to give good gifts to your sons, how much more does your Father want to give the Holy Spirit to those who ask?” Both Luke and Paul demonstrate that one function of tongues is to give God praise. In Acts 10, Peter preached the Gospel for the first time (for him) to non-Jews. The Holy Spirit fell upon his hearers as he preached and they began to speak in tongues. Luke records their tongues as praises to God. Paul, in his letter to the Corinthians, said that they ought to use tongues to praise the Lord when there was an “unlearned” man or woman present, someone who was ignorant of the gifts and the evidence (compare Paul and Ephesian Christians in Acts). He acknowledged that they “gave thanks well” in tongues, but just that it should be done privately, rather than in public worship.

				Neither the gift nor the sign have changed since Luke and Paul first wrote about them. Tongues is still a medium for praising the Lord (it’s Spirit-inspired, so why wouldn’t it be?). We should seek to imitate Paul and pray in tongues all the time. 

				A Vibrant Spiritual Life

				“What am I to do? I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the mind also.”—1 Corinthians 14:15

				

				Paul includes a prayer for his readers in virtually all of his letters. In Ephesians, he prays that they be strengthened in their inner man. In Colossians, he prays that they might be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding. In Philippians, he prays that their love may abound still more and more so that they may approve the things that are valuable until the Day of the Lord. His prayers are God-breathed and fully consistent with his efforts to grow the church into a mature spiritual man. We also know that Paul prayed in tongues—a lot. He boasted that he prayed more in tongues than all the Corinthian Christians who were so enamored with the manifestation of spiritual gifts. 

				He writes that we should imitate him as he followed the Lord, and this should include his prayer life. As he shows, tongues wasn’t meant to be an exclusive way to pray — we still need to pray with our understanding — but the Word proves that it’s a vital part of New Testament Christianity.

				More than a few Bible teachers have said that tongues were a sign for the Early Church, but now they’ve ceased or ended because we have the written Word. They 
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				base this idea on 1 Corinthians 13:8, where it says, “tongues shall cease.” A broader reading shows that they’ve taken this verse out of context.

				Love never fails: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. (1 Corinthians 13:8–10)

				The whole passage shows that Paul is writing about the present age, the church age, not just the Early Church. We’ve received the firstfruits of redemption, which is the Spirit, and we will receive the perfect—the redemption of our physical bodies—when Jesus returns to the planet. Tongues, along with prophecies and knowledge (an increase of knowledge), are to continue until that day. •
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				A Sinner’s Prayer

			

		

		
			
				Confess Him Lord

			

		

		
			
				The most important prayer that a person can pray is the one where he or she becomes reborn, i.e., born from above. The Word says everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.

				Because, if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For man believes with his heart and so is justified, and he confesses with his lips and so is saved.” (Romans 10: 9, 10). 

				Believe in your heart that Jesus is raised from the dead, and call him “Lord.” Pray this and you will be saved. Once you are saved, find a Spirit-filled church or pastor to be filled with the Spirit with the evidence of other tongues. •
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				Translations

			

		

		
			
				The RSV

			

		

		
			
				The Revised Standard Version of the Bible is a great translation that is based upon the KJV.
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