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				Inspired Revelation

			

		

		
			
				Scripture is the Thing

			

		

		
			
				All scripture is inspired by God. 2 Timothy 3:16

			

		

		
			
				There are many religious voices that vie for our attention these days. Theologians and pundits seem so clear-eyed about who God is, what makes him tick, and what he demands of people everywhere. But few, far too few, ever direct us down the path of the holy scriptures. For his last letter, the Apostle Paul wrote to a young convert named Timothy, his son in the gospel, and he told him about the importance of the scriptures. He said they were inspired, God-breathed, and necessary to walk in step with God’s righteousness. 
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				According to Paul, his gospel—the revelation of Jesus Christ and how God will ultimately judge the secret thoughts of every person—is wrapped up in the scriptures. Theories and opinions of God, Jesus, or even salvation, outside the cabin of the Word are nullities, empty of any effective reproof, correction, or training in God’s righteousness.  This mini Bible study is designed to follow what the scriptures teach because it’s only from scripture that we understand faith, how it works, and how we are to walk in it. Indeed, we can walk in faith only to the degree that we live within the parameterss of the scriptures. •
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				Key #1

			

		

		
			
				Integrity of the Word

			

		

		
			
				The word of God is the revelation of God’s action in Christ to save mankind. Christ’s finished work and our confession of that word overcome the evil one.

			

		

		
			
				Bible Texts Colossians 1:12–14; Revelation 12:11; Genesis 3:15; Hebrews 1:1–2; 2 Timothy 3:16–17 
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				John the Revelator describes a peculiar war in the book of Revelation. He writes that he saw Michael, the archangel of God, go into battle with his angels against Satan and his cohorts. He saw Michael defeat Satan, with Satan losing his position in heaven. He, along with his minions, were thrown down to the earth.

				John then heard a voice shout in heaven. Part of what he heard was this:  

				But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; for they did not cling to life even in the face of death. (Revelation 12:11) 

				This doesn’t have to do with angels in heaven, but God’s believers on the earth. It’s a cogent statement of God’s defeat of Satan through his redemptive plan and the believers’ carrying out of that victory. 

				First, they conquered him by the blood of the Lamb. As with many scriptures in the Bible, this one is dense, heavy with the spiritual realities behind earthly actions. Soon after Adam handed his soul to Satan, God prophesied that he’d send a redeemer who would shatter Satan’s power over mankind. 

				I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel. (Genesis 3:15)  

				The Bible is the revelatory record of how he brought this to pass. 

				Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. (Hebrews 1:1–2) 

				The Lamb is a metaphor for Jesus, who would lay down his life for the lost. In Exodus, Moses warned Pharaoh that the death angel would visit all of Egypt’s firstborns if he didn’t free the Israelites. Pharaoh refused to let them go so the angel came. Moses warned the Israelites to put lamb’s blood on the doorposts of their homes so the death angel would pass them over.  

				This “Passover” was a type, pointing to the real Lamb who would willingly offer up his own blood to pave the way for man to escape eternal death and damnation. After he had yielded himself on the cross and suffered the pangs of death, God resurrected Jesus, infused him with indestructible life, and gave him an eternal priesthood. He entered into heaven that day and presented his own blood before the mercy seat, which provided an everlasting salvation for every man, woman, and child who had ever lived and who would ever live. This salvation at once provided the means of breaking Satan’s authority over man, and translating him into God’s very own 

			

		

		
			
				6

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Six Keys to Strong Faith

			

		

		
			
				7

			

		

		
			
				kingdom.  

				giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power [authority] of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:12–14) 

				The second part of the statement—the word of their testimony—is as important as the first, at least when it comes to faith. The Lamb’s blood was God’s objective action in Christ to pave the way for eternal salvation for mankind. Christ died for all and that cannot be undone. The “word of their testimony” is faith in this revelation of Jesus Christ on its own terms. The faith-filled believer understands that this revelation is the only true means for spiritual reproof, correction, and instruction in God’s own righteousness.  

				All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16, 17) 

				The first step to strong faith is believing the Word of God—the record of God’s prevenient action to save mankind, the revelation of Jesus Christ—and that it is what it says it is. •

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				8

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Key #2

			

		

		
			
				Reality of Redemption

			

		

		
			
				Redemption isn’t a doctrine or philosophy, but our genuine deliverance from the kingdom of darkness.

			

		

		
			
				Bible Texts John 14:30; John 16:8–11; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:4–6; Colossians 1:12–14; Mark 16:17–18; Ephesians 4:26–27; 1 Peter 5:6–7; James 4:7
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				The second step to building the highest kind of faith is knowing that redemption isn’t man made; it is our present, God-given deliverance from Satan’s authority. 

				Back in Eden, God created Adam a “living soul,” a tripartite being of spirit, soul, and body, undefiled through and through. Adam enjoyed not only right-standing with God, he was handed dominion over the whole earth. The caveat was that he not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. God said that he’d die the day he ate of it.   

				Adam defied the Lord and ate of the tree. The transformation was immediate. His innermost being, his spirit, became corrupt. He lost not only his fellowship with God, but his relationship, too. And that wasn’t the end of it. Satan became his new master. We see this in a few statements Jesus made to his disciples during his earthly ministry.  

				I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power [authority] over me; (John 14:30) 

				And when he [the Spirit] comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; and about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. (John 16:8–11) 

				Adam’s transgression put all of mankind under Satan’s dominion of sin and death. Paul recognized this, too.  In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (2 Corinthians 4:4) 

				Satan’s hold over man continues, except for those who are in Christ. When God resurrected Jesus from the dead, he raised him up to sit at his right hand in heaven, a position above all rule and authority. Believers are identified with Christ and sit together with him there. 

				But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, (Ephesians 2:4–6) 

				Notice this isn’t a position in the future. Paul writes “raised,” past tense. Christians are seated with Christ in the here-and-now. The Bible is clear that our rescue from darkness and our translation into Jesus’ kingdom is an accomplished fact. It isn’t 
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				going to happen; it already has. 

				giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:12–14)  

				Believers are like ambassadors in foreign countries—not subject to foreign rule, but only to the rule of their home country. Satan has no authority over us. Now, instead of being subject to having our eyes blinded and our thoughts darkened, we can give him no room; we can resist him; we can cast him out. 

				And these signs will accompany those who believe: by using my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover. (Mark 16:17–18) 

				Be angry, but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not make room for the devil. (Ephesians 4:26–27) 

				Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith . . . (1 Peter 5:8, 9a) 

				Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. (James 4:7) 

				Redemption-in-the-now is part of our inheritance as children of God. These scriptures apply to the body of Christ today. Satan isn’t in heaven. Resisting him and casting him out has no application there. We conquer him by the blood of the Lamb—the legal side of our redemption—and by the word of our testimony—the vital side. Knowing that our redemption is already accomplished is a key to stronger faith. •
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				Key #3

			

		

		
			
				Reality of the New Creation

			

		

		
			
				We must consciously know the reality of the new creation to walk in the highest kind of faith.

			

		

		
			
				Bible Texts John 3:3–9; 1 Peter 1:23; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 6:15; John 3:14; Romans 8:9; Ephesians 2:10; Ephesians 1:3–5
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				In our culture today, where ministry has become a professional business and churches strain under the burden of larger and larger budgets, preachers have drained their words of poignancy to meet their payrolls and keep their attendance high. We hear about “decisions for Christ” and baptisms, but rarely do we hear about someone becoming born-again. The thing is, one can’t decide to join a family; he must be born into it. Being born-again is the sine qua non of experiencing God’s kingdom. Jesus said so himself. 

				Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “ Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit. (John 3:3–9) 

				As Jesus describes it, being born again or born from above (which is the literal Greek) isn’t some psychological event or the turning over of a new leaf. It is the objective infusion of the life of God into the inner man of a believer.  

				You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. (1 Peter 1:23) 

				Paul calls it a new creation.  

				So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! (2 Corinthians 5:17)   

				For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything! (Galatians 6:15) 

				The new birth is an ontological fact in the spirit. Like pregnancy, you’re either born-again or you are not. There is no in-between. And this doesn’t occur when we die and get to heaven, it is a present fact.  

				We know that we have passed from death to life because we love one another. Whoever does not love abides in death. (1 John 3:14) 

				John, writing to Christians, says we know that we have passed—past tense—from death to life. Christians know that they have passed from death to life because they 
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				understand the reality of the new birth and love their brothers with the love of God shed in our hearts by virtue of the new birth. 

				Christians, real Christians, are begotten of God. We are his children and joint heirs with his Christ. This is God’s own work, not ours. Thus, our boasting is in the Lord, not what we may we have done or what we may have decided.  

				For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. (Ephesians 2:10) 

				He chose this for us, that we be identified in Christ, that we be holy and blameless before him. 

				Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ,according to the good pleasure of his will. . . (Ephesians 1:3–5) 

				Baptisms, decision cards, cultural confessions, etc. aren’t dispositive. The new creation is. Those who aren’t born again aren’t part of the family of God. 

				Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. (Romans 8:9b) 

				The third key of strong faith is the believer’s awareness of the necessity and the reality of the new birth, and that it is the work of God, not of ourselves. •
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				Key #4

			

		

		
			
				Reality of Righteousness

			

		

		
			
				Believers are righteous, enjoying right standing and fellowship with the Father.

			

		

		
			
				Bible Texts Hebrews 11:39; Psalm 32:1–2; 2 Corinthians 6:14–16; Romans 3:23–26; Romans 5:17; Ephesians 2:4–6; 1 John 5:14, 15
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				Before Jesus was manifested and resurrected on the third day, men could not be spiritually reborn. They might have believed in God’s redemptive plan, but they didn’t receive the fulfillment of the promise of the Spirit because they lived before Christ.  

				Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. (Hebrews 11:39) 

				David was a believer in the coming Christ. He prophesied about what we—those living after the resurrection—would experience under the new covenant.  

				Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. (Psalm 32:1–2) 

				We see a fulfillment of David’s prophecy in Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians. 

				Do not be mismatched with unbelievers. For what partnership is there between righteousness and lawlessness? Of what fellowship is there between light and darkness? What agreement does Christ have with Belial? Or what does a believer share with an unbeliever? What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God, as God said, “I will live in them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. (2 Corinthians 6:14–16) 

				Paul’s passage highlights the accomplished result of redemption: believers are righteous before God in the here and now. He calls them “righteousness” and “light.” He also calls them “Christ.” Unlike the scene in Genesis where we see Adam terrified of God and God having to expel him from his presence, God now lives in and walks among his people. That is because of the righteousness, the right-standing, that accompanies the new creation.

				This truth is too much for some to grasp. They’d rather look at the dilemma of man after the garden than the accomplishment of Christ. Look at Romans 3:23–26 for example: 

				 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forebearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. (Romans 3:23–26) 
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				Many preachers tend to emphasize Romans 3:23—since all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God—without going into the rest of Paul’s sentence. They also do this with Romans 5:17, emphasizing Adam’s trespass and death’s dominion instead of the free gift of righteousness that has been given on this side of the cross. 

				If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. (Romans 5:17) 

				This kind of preaching emphasizes man’s sinfulness before the coming of Christ and instills a sin consciousness devoid of the present reality of righteousness. Sure, Paul writes that all have fallen short of God’s glory, but he doesn’t end it there. He says that these same ones have been justified. The verb tense is past tense, demonstrating an accomplished fact. Yes, it was a gift. Yes, no man deserved it. But that doesn’t make it any less real. The Word says the believer is in Christ so he enjoys the same kind of righteousness as Jesus himself does. Paul goes so far as to say in Ephesians that the believer sits with Christ at God’s very own right hand. 

				But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 2:4–6)   

				The reality of righteousness means the problem of prayer is solved. The believer has access to the throne of grace without any hint of condemnation or unworthiness. He can enter in with full assurance that not only will his prayers be heard, but that God is eager to answer them. 

				And this is the boldness we have in him, that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have obtained the requests made of him. (1 John 5:14, 15) 

				The fourth key to strong faith is understanding the new birth brings about a real and personal righteousness with the Father. •
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				Key #5

			

		

		
			
				Reality of Fellowship

			

		

		
			
				The heart of the gospel is reconciliation. The highest faith knows the reality of our fellowship with the Father and his Son.

			

		

		
			
				Bible Texts Genesis 3:8–11; Genesis 3:24; 2 Corinthians 5:17–19; John 17:20–21; Hebrews 8:10–11; John 4:23; 1 John 1: 3, 7; Isaiah 28:11–12; 1 Corinthians 14:2
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				In the beginning, Adam enjoyed an immensely deep fellowship with the Father. God trusted him to name the animals and went so far as to give him dominion over the earth. But God also gave him the commandment not to eat of a tree in the garden.  

				Adam defied God and ate of the tree. He died spiritually and he lost his fellowship with the Lord. Genesis lays out the scene after Adam transgressed the command. 

				They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” (Genesis 3:8–11)

				Adam didn’t just lose his fellowship with God; he became terrified of him, and of his righteousness and his holiness. As it was, God had to drive him out of the garden. 

				He drove out the man; and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim, and a sword flaming and turning to guard the way to the tree of life. (Genesis 3:24) 

				The heart of the gospel isn’t man realizing he’s a sinner. He already knows that. It’s that God has reconciled himself to man through Christ.  

				So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. (2 Corinthians 5:17–19) 

				Paul’s ministry was a ministry of reconciliation, the gospel that God is not counting trespasses against us because of what He accomplished in Christ. This is the fulfillment of Jesus’ prayer just before he made his way to offer himself on the cross.  

				I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. (John 17:20–21) 

				We see that this desire of fellowship was also in the Father’s heart. In Hebrews, the writer echoes Jeremiah’s prophecy that God would establish a new covenant, where 
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				his laws would be in the hearts and minds of a people that He would call his own.  

				This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their minds, and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall not teach one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. (Hebrews 8:10–11) 

				The new covenant with its new birth brought about something that the old covenant couldn’t do—spirit-to-spirit fellowship with the Father. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. (John 4:23) 

				The believer who is strong in faith not only knows of this fellowship, he walks in the light of it. 

				we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ . . . but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. (1 John 1: 3, 7)  

				The baptism of the Holy Spirit is also part of this fellowship. God prophesied through Isaiah about communicating with his people through the avenue of unknown tongues. 

				Truly, with stammering lip and with alien tongue he will speak to this people, to whom he has said, “This is rest; give rest to the weary; and this is repose”; yet they would not hear.(Isaiah 28:11–12) 

				We see its fulfillment in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians. There, he explains how unknown tongues are an intimate communication with the Father about his purposes and plans for his children, and for the world. 

				For those who speak in a tongue do not speak to other people but to God; for nobody understands them, since they are speaking mysteries in the Spirit. (1 Corinthians 14:2)

				The fifth key to strong faith is walking in the reality of spiritual fellowship with the Father. •
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				Key #6

			

		

		
			
				The Reality of the Name

			

		

		
			
				Jesus has delegated the authority of his name to the body of Christ. 

			

		

		
			
				Bible Texts Mark 16:15–18; Matthew 28:16–20; Acts 3:1–9; Acts 10:38; Acts 3:16; John 14:13, 14; Acts 19:11–16
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				The Bible says that Jesus was manifested so that he might destroy the works of the devil. The Greek word for destroy means to nullify or make a nullity. So, in other words, Jesus came to nullify Satan’s operations. 

				After his resurrection, he appeared to his disciples; and took them out to a mountain. There he told them that the Father had handed him all authority in heaven and earth. But he didn’t end it there. He turned around and delegated his authority in the earth to the body of Christ. 

				Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:16–20) 

				Mark records this delegation of authority in even more explicit terms. 

				Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation. The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: by using my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover. (Mark 16:15–18) 

				Satan is alive and well on planet Earth, but he lost his power and authority over believers when God resurrected Jesus from the dead. (We were raised with him.) But it’s up to the body of Christ to exercise her authority over Satan. Acts presents the first account of this newfound authority.  

				One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, at three o’clock in the afternoon. And a man lame from birth was being carried in. People lay him daily at the gate of the temple called the Beautiful Gate so that he could ask for alms from those entering the temple. When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked them for alms. Peter looked intently at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. But Peter said, “I have no silver or gold, but what I have I give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk.” And he took him by the right hand and raised him up; and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. Jumping up, he stood and began to walk, and he entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. (Acts 3:1–9) 
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				In Acts 10:38, the Bible attributes sickness and disease to Satanic oppression. 

				How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. (Acts 10:38)  

				Peter didn’t tell the crowd that this lame man’s healing was due to some sovereign move of God; he said he was healed by the apostles’ faith in the authority of Jesus’ name.  

				And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. (Acts 3:16) 

				This is consistent with what Jesus told the apostles before his crucifixion about prayer in his name.  

				I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. (John 14:13, 14) 

				Where believers stumble nowadays is failing to understand the reality of their authority in Christ. Jesus’ name isn’t a Christian talisman. The believer must have a conscious knowledge of who he is in Christ and what the authority of that name means to the church. The Word provides a vivid account of a few who didn’t. 

				God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that when the handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were brought to the sick, their diseases left them, and the evil spirits came out of them. Then some itinerant Jewish exorcists tried to use the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. But the evil spirit said to them in reply, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know, but who are you?” Then the man with the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered them all, and so overpowered them that they fled out of the house naked and wounded. Acts 19:11–16 

				These Jews had seen Paul cast out demons by the authority of the name because they tried to cast out demons “by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” The problem for them was they didn’t consciously understand the reality of the authority behind that name. Consequently, Satan was able to overpower them.  

				The sixth key to strong faith is consciously knowing that the Lord vanquished 

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Six Keys to Strong Faith

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				23

			

		

		
			
				Satan in redemption, and that he has delegated his authority over Satan to the body of Christ. •
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				Translations

			

		

		
			
				The NRSV

			

		

		
			
				The New Revised Standard Version. 

			

		

		
			
				Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

				This book may not be reproduced in any form, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form—electronically, mechanically, or otherwise—without the prior permission of the publisher. 
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