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				The SeCret Revealed

			

		

		
			
				Romance of Redemption

			

		

		
			
				The redemption story shocks the conscience. The Son of God identified with us in our sin so we could be identified with him in his resurrection.

			

		

		
			
				This is a Word-based Bible study designed to help the believer grow into a mature spiritual man by laying out the truths of his identification in Christ. 

				The introduction highlights three pillars of a vibrant spiritual life: the love of the Word, prayer life, and present-tense confession. Neglect of any one of these three areas will pave the way for a weak faith life and a feeble confession of the Lord. 

				This book presents the foundational content for a lively spiritual life and exuberant confession. The Bible depicts the believer summed up “in Christ,” joined with him in his death, burial, and resurrection. This section works through that narrative, providing the scriptural underpinnings for the believer to understand the meaning of “If we died with Christ, we believe we will also live with him.” 

			

		

		
			
				4

			

		

		
			
				IN CHRIST

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				IN CHRIST

			

		

		
			
				This compact book will challenge the believer to better acquaint himself with Jesus’ sufferings, and to exercise greater care in interpreting the scriptures, especially Paul’s letters. It’s not an exhaustive treatise, but stands as a provocative introduction into the mystery of Christ, a secret that was hidden for generations but has been revealed to the church. 

			

		

		
			
				I was crucified with Christ.

				I died with Christ.

				I suffered with Christ.

				I was made alive with Christ. 

				I was raised with Christ.

				I am now seated with Christ.
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				Three Things

			

		

		
			
				Spiritual Maturity

			

		

		
			
				You can trace the downfall of every spiritual giant to one of three things: no desire for the book, a superficial prayer life, and a weak confession.

			

		

		
			
				This e-zine is aimed to plant the believer in the firm ground of his identification in Christ where he not only won’t fall, but will grow into a shining witness of the Lord and his Gospel. Once 
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				You can trace the downfall of very spiritual giant . . . to one of these three things: He’s lost his desire for the book. You must have a marvelous prayer life. Then, you must open yourself up to confession. —John G. Lake

				A Love for the Book

				Do I love the book? That’s a question Christians usually don’t ask themselves. On the surface it seems a bit foolish. What Christian doesn’t love the Bible? But Lake points out that the love even that spiritual giants have for the Word can grow cold. How does it happen? They lose their love for the romance of redemption. 

				God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. (1 John 4:9–10) 

				The fascinating thing about this redemption is that God wrapped it up in mystery for generations. 

				Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages (Romans 16:25) 

				I became its servant according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been revealed to his saints. (Colossians 1:25–26)

				God, in effect, had to hide his plan of redemption in order to pull it off. If he hadn’t kept it a secret, if the rulers of the age had any inkling about “the mystery of Christ,” they wouldn’t have pushed so hard to crucify Jesus. 

				None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. (1 Corinthians 2:8) 

				Without a crucifixion there wouldn’t have been a resurrection. And without a resurrection, we couldn’t be saved. 

				If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. (1 Corinthians 15:17) 

				The Word is God’s disclosure of this mystery. In the eyes of the world, Jesus of Nazareth was a Jewish miscreant who died a common criminal between two other common criminals. His death meant nothing. But we know better because of the revelation of Christ we find in the Word. 

				Shortly after he was resurrected, Jesus appeared to Saul (he later took on his Greek name of Paul) on the road to Damascus. Saul was a Pharisee who had received authority from the Jewish council to root out Jews who had become believers in Christ. He was 
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				given this authority to purify Israel and protect its monotheism. Jesus appeared to him on the road to Damascus, and commissioned him to bring the gospel to non-Jews, the Gentiles. 

				Then he said, ‘The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will, to see the Righteous One and to hear his own voice; for you will be his witness to all the world of what you have seen and heard. (Acts 22:14, 15) 

				What Paul was to see and hear was the mystery of Christ—who he was, why he died on the cross, how he became sin, how he became a curse for us, how he was resurrected, and how all of this is consummated in “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 

				Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things: so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. (Ephesians 3:8–10) 

				Paul calls the disclosure of the mystery “my gospel” because he didn’t learn it from anyone. He received it as a direct revelation from the Lord. 

				For I want you to know brothers and sisters, that the gospel that was proclaimed by me is not of human origin; for I did not receive it from a human source, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. (Galatians 2:11–12) 

				Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages, but is now disclosed . . . (Romans 16:25, 26a) 

				Why should we love the book? Because it contains Paul’s intelligence, his own understanding of the mystery of Christ. 

				And how the mystery was made known to me by revelation as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding [know my intelligence] of the mystery of Christ. (Ephesians 3:3, 4)

				It is the God-breathed revelation of God’s Christ. It is the only means by which we may understand God, understand his plan of redemption, and know his Christ. This is why we should love the book.

				A Marvelous Prayer Life

				A vibrant prayer life isn’t about asking the Father for temporal things, the stuff of a fading city (Hebrews 13:14). It’s a living dialogue with the Father about what he has accomplished and those things that will never see corruption. We see this in Paul’s God-breathed prayers. 
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				I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power, [which God put] to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. (Ephesians 1: 17–23) 

				We see that Paul didn’t concern himself with Christians’ temporal needs. They were to be content with what they had. (Hebrews 13:5) 

				He prayed, rather, that they would have a spirit of wisdom and revelation of God’s riches toward them. He equated those riches to the measure of power God exercised in raising Jesus from among the dead. He prayed, in other words, that they’d receive a revelation of who they were in Christ and the kind of inheritance that they could look to in him. That revelation would not only animate their worship, it would also drive them to bear lasting fruit for the kingdom. 

				A marvelous prayer life, then, includes the prayerful meditation of the believer’s position in Christ. We’re prone to stumble when we take our eyes off where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God, and instead focus on the stuff of earth (Colossians 1:3). It’s when we understand who we are in Christ that we comprehend the dimensions of the true love of Christ and we’re filled with all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:18, 19)

				A Present–Tense Confession

				Our confessions rule us. Proverbs tells us we’re snared by the utterances of our lips, caught by the words of our mouths (Proverbs 6:2). Jesus said that we’ll be judged by every careless word that we utter (Matthew 12:36, 37). Three more verses show us the importance of what we should be declaratively saying with our mouth. 

				Because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. (Romans 10:9, 10)

				Truly I tell you, if you say to this mountain, Be taken up and thrown into the sea, and if you do not doubt in your heart, but believe what you say will come to pass, it will be done for you. (Mark 11:23)

				Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. (Hebrews 4:14)
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				We confess Jesus as our Lord and we are saved. We confess the Word and it comes to pass. As Christians we’re to maintain our confession of Jesus, his finished work, and who we are in him. Faith demands expression. It requires testimony. We believe and therefore speak. The majority of Christians are weak in faith because they don’t confess the Word, and they don’t confess who they are in Christ. Looking to Jesus, we see he didn’t dwell on his natural circumstances, that he was a carpenter’s son from a backwater town or that his family thought he was a lunatic. He constantly confessed who he was, what he was, and what his mission was, which all stemmed from his position with the Father. 

				The Spirit of the Lord is upon me for he has anointed me. (Luke 4:16)

				The queen of the South will rise at the judgment with the people of this generation and condemn them, because she came from the ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, something greater than Solomon is here. (Luke 11:31)

				The words I speak are spirit and they are life. (John 6:63)

				I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life. Then the Pharisees said to him, “You are testifying on your own behalf; your testimony is not valid.” Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid because I know where I have come from and where I am going.” (John 8:12–14)

				You are from below, I am from above. (John 8:23)

				Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, before Abraham was, I am.” (John 8:58)

				So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture . . . I am the good shepherd.” (John 10:7–11)

				Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live.” (John 11:25)

				And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. I have come as light into the world so that everyone who believes in me should not remain in darkness. (John 12:46)

				Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. (John 14:9)

				I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. (John 14:6)

				I am the vine, you are the branches. Without me you can do nothing. (John 15:5a)

				I came from the Father, and have come into the world, again I am leaving the world, and I am going to the Father. (John 16:25)
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				Our confessions should follow the same track. Our identification of who we are in Christ is testimony of God’s redemptive plan and his saving power. It is part and parcel of a life of faith. We are the children of God, heirs of God and joint-heirs of Christ. We should dare to take our place as the real sons and daughters of God and confess who we are according to the Word, according to the Lord. 

				See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called the children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. (1 John 3:1, 2)

				If we want to develop a robust faith life we must continually say what the Lord has done and what he is doing for us. The more we confess these things, the more faith will arise in our hearts.
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				Mystery of Christ

			

		

		
			
				Identification

			

		

		
			
				Christ became as we were so we could become what he is. This is the mys-tery of Christ, the hope of glory.

			

		

		
			
				God had a dilemma on his hands when Adam sinned in Eden. He had created Adam after his own image and likeness. A living soul, Adam was a spiritual being and natural man fused into one crowning creation. His spiritual nature ensured that he’d live forever. But when he sinned—transgressed God’s explicit command—this pure nature of his became polluted and corrupted with spiritual death. This is exemplified in the account of Seth’s birth, Adam’s third son. He wasn’t born after God’s image and likeness, he was born after Adam’s.

				When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he became the father of a son in his likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth. (Genesis 5:3)
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				Adam had not only ceded his authority to the adversary, he had corrupted the whole race, and doomed it to eternal separation from its creator. God would not only have to destroy the works of the devil to save mankind, he’d have had to pioneer an avenue where man’s spiritual nature could be wholly recreated again in his image and likeness (with the body to follow). There was only one way to do this. 

				And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.” (Matthew 26:39)

				God would have to send his Son to become man’s sin. The Son would have to offer himself up and die on a cross, become cursed of God and exiled from his presence, his people, and his land. He’d have to suffer the tortures of the damned for three days and three nights before he could be raised to new life. How would this save mankind? The whole creation would be summed up in him. His death would be our death. His being made alive would be our being made alive. His resurrection, our resurrection. He’d suffer exile to the uttermost so that anyone who would call on his name, who identified himself with him by calling his son “Lord”—would be saved. 

				Identification is that singular truth that he became as we were so we could be as he is now. It isn’t popular in today’s contemporary church. But it is the bedrock revelation of God’s gospel. 
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				A God-Decreed Death

			

		

		
			
				Made a Curse for Us

			

		

		
			
				Rome’s cross was the means of fulfilling the curse described in the book of Deuteronomy, written thousands of years before Jesus’ crucifixion.

			

		

		
			
				Jesus had many opportunities to die. First, there was Herod. Jealous of a newborn king of the Jews, he hatched a plan to kill Jesus. He sought out the wise men who had come from the East to pay Jesus homage to find out where the little babe might be. They pointed him to Bethlehem, and he had all the boys there slaughtered who were under two years of age. Jesus’ family escaped to Egypt before Herod had a chance to catch them. 

				Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” Then 
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				Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” (Luke 2:13–15)

				Then there was Nazareth, his hometown. Jesus went to the synagogue after John had baptized him in the Jordan, and read from the book of Isaiah. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me for he has anointed me!” He shut the book, looked them in the eyes, and said, “Today that scripture is fulfilled in your ears.” He said they wouldn’t accept this and, true enough, they became so enraged that they dragged him to the edge of the city to throw him off the brow of a hill. He escaped by the spiritual gift of special faith, and walking right through the middle of them. 

				They got up, drove him out of town, and led him to the the brow of a hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off a cliff. But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way. (Luke 4:29)

				Then there were all those times during his ministry when the Jews picked up stones to kill him right then and there. But they couldn’t.

				Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, before Abraham was, I am.” So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. (John 8:58–59)

				The Jews took up stones again to stone him. (John 10:31)

				Why couldn’t they kill him? Because he didn’t just need to die any way they saw fit. He had to be crucified. He had to die being hanged from a tree.

				Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” (Mark 8:31–33)

				They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. (Mark 9:30–32)

				While Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside by themselves, and said to them on the way, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death; then they will hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified; and on the third day he will be raised. (Matthew 
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				20:17–19)

				Physically, crucifixion is a particularly heinous way to die. A man is suspended in the air on a cross, a tree, or a pole, with his whole body weight hanging just by his arms. His chest is expanded, but immobile. He’s able to breathe in, but he’s not able to fully breathe out. His heart begins pumping harder to push the decreasing oxygen to his limbs and organs. Over time carbonic acid builds up from the lack of oxygen, beginning in his outer limbs, which provokes his muscle fibers, causing them to cramp up. He begins a long drift into tetanic shock and progressive suffocation. 

				He can prolong his life—and his agony—by pushing himself up by his feet. This relieves the cramps searing through his arms and legs, but his ability to continually do this diminishes as his lungs fill up with carbon dioxide and his strength dries up. In the end he cannot exhale any more. His lungs filled with unbreathable gas, he suffocates and dies. Historical records show that this process can play out for days, which is why the Romans had the habit of breaking the dying men’s legs. 

				As awful as this is, and many preachers have played up the gospel accounts to emphasize the drama of it, a gruesome physical death isn’t why Jesus had to be crucified. The reason is actually more horrifying. We find it in Deuteronomy.

				When someone convicted of a crime punishable by death and is executed, and you hang him on a tree, his corpse must not remain all night upon the tree; you shall bury him that same day, for anyone hung on a tree is under God’s curse. You must not defile the land that the Lord your God is giving you for possession. (Deuteronomy 21:22–23)

				Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree.” (Galatians 3:13, quoting Deuteronomy 21:23)

				A Jew crucified on a tree didn’t just die a horrific death. He was anathema—cursed of God—a reproach not only to Israel, but also to Israel’s God. That is why the early Christian hymn Paul recites in Philippians has a dramatic pause when it speaks of Jesus’ obedience to the point of death. It wasn’t just a death, but a cursed death. 

				who, though he was in the form of God

				did not regard equality with God

				as something to be exploited,

				but emptied himself,

				taking the form of a slave,

				being born in human likeness. 

				And being found in human form,

				he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—

				even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:6–8)

				The hard fact of that curse was separation and exile. We see this in Paul’s invective about the world. 
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				May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. (Galatians 6:14)

				And we see it in Hebrews 2:9.

				but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that apart from God he might taste death for everyone. (Hebrews 2:9, marginal)

				On the cross, Jesus was identified with our old man, that man created after Adam’s image and likeness after he had sinned against God.

				Therefore as sin came into the world through one man and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all men sinned [in Adam], sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. (Romans 5:12–14)

				It was this man, this hidden man of the heart, this Adamic man brimmed with spiritual death that was identified and crucified with Christ. 

				We know that our old man was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin (Romans 6:6, author’s translation)

				For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God, I have been crucified with Christ (Galatians 2:19)

				Jesus was sinless when he offered himself up on the cross. God made him sin on our behalf. We, having the Adamic nature, were crucified with him. 
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				My God! My God!

			

		

		
			
				He Made Him Sin

			

		

		
			
				Amos prophesied some 700 years before the crucifixion that God would make the sun go down at noon and darken the earth in broad daylight. 

			

		

		
			
				The Romans crucified him at 9:00 in the morning. They drove their big nails in his hands and his feet, and raised him on a cross between two common criminals. Stripped of his clothes save a crown of thorns, he hung below a sign mocking him as the king of the Jews. Pharisees, murderously zealous to maintain their grip on the covenant, came and mocked him and spit on him. 

				“Humph! You would destroy the Temple? and build it in three days? Save yourself! Come down from that cross!”

				Even the chief priests, men appointed by Israel’s God to offer sacrifices for atonement, and the scribes who protected the God-breathed prophecies of the coming Messiah mocked him.
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				“He saved others and he can’t save himself? Let the Messiah, this King of Israel, come down now from his cross so that we may all see and believe.” 

				 He said, ‘I’m God’s Son.’ Well, then, we’ll let God deliver him.”

				These men were all too familiar with Deuteronomy 21, and were reveling in it. One of the criminals to Jesus’ side even joined the chorus. They refused to believe what the Law and the prophets had foretold about Israel’s Messiah—that God’s suffering servant would be accounted to be stricken by God, and afflicted.

				To the natural eye, the first three hours of Jesus’ crucifixion appeared to be the pedestrian crucifixion of a Jewish miscreant. But it was anything but ordinary in the Spirit. The real Day of Atonement had arrived.

				Israel celebrated the Day, as it was called, each year. It was the once-a-year day and only time she could have her sins covered. The climax of the Day was the goats, representing a single sacrifice. The people would present the unblemished goats before the high priest. He would lay his hands on them and confess Israel’s sins over them, heaping the sins upon the animals. Then he’d take the first goat, designated al-YHWH, slit its throat, and present its blood before the Shekinah glory in the Holy of Holies for the atonement of sins. 

				The prophet Isaiah saw this played out in Jesus’ crucifixion.

				But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruise we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:5,6, author’s translation)

				The Father heaped our sins upon him, making him to be sin. 

				For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

				He didn’t reckon sin to him as some teach. He didn’t set it to his account. The Word flatly says he made him sin. Isaiah said that this so wracked Jesus’ spirit that he no longer even looked like a man. 

				Just as there were many who were astonished at him—so marred was his appearance, beyond any human semblance, and his form beyond that of mortals— (Isaiah 52:14)

				The fury of our iniquity cast him off into oblivion. He screamed from the cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” David heard his screams in the Spirit and prophesied about the crucifixion. 

					

				My God! My God! Why have you forsaken me?

				Why are you so far from helping me, 

				from the words of my groaning?

				But I am a worm, and no man;

				scorned by others, and despised by the people.

				Many bulls encircle me, 

				strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 
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				they open wide their mouths at me, 

				like a ravening and roaring lion.

				I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; 

				my heart is like wax; 

				it is melted within my breast; 

				my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, 

				and my tongue sticks to my jaws; 

				you lay me in the dust of death. 

				(Psalm 22:1, 6, 12, 15, author’s translation)

				This was the terror that Jesus had seen in Gethsemane. A terror that not only brought on prayers and petitions and loud cries and tears, but stress to the point that he began sweating blood (Hebrews 5:7; Luke 22:44 – “and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground”). The desperate moment had come to pass. On the cross he hung, filled up with iniquity, numbered with the transgressors, cursed, and exiled from the Father. But out of this anguish he had seen the light of life for us all.

					

				Out of his anguish he shall see light; 

				he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 

				The righteous one, 

				my servant shall make many righteous, 

				and he shall bear their iniquities. 

				(Isaiah 53:11)
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				Crushed for Us

			

		

		
			
				He Was Made Sick

			

		

		
			
				This is the subheading paragraph. It is a paragraph that provides a gen-eral description of what is in the following paragraphs. 

			

		

		
			
				God made man, Adam in particular, in his own image and likeness. But Adam defied God and ate of the tree. Doing so, he created within himself a new Adam, one polluted with spiritual death.

				When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he became the father of a son in his likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth. (Genesis 5:3)

				Adam was God’s first. His sin seeped to the rest of his progeny. 

				Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man and death came 
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				through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned [in Adam]. (Romans 5:12) 

				When Jesus entered the world, he wasn’t born with the taint of Adam’s spiritual nature. The Holy Spirit overshadowed Mary and produced a man very much like Adam before he ate of the fruit of the tree in the garden. 

				For our sake he made him sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might be made the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21, author’s translation)

				So, though he was in the world, he wasn’t of it. He was without sin. He was never sick. Satan has no power or authority over him like he did the rest of the world. The Word demonstrates that sickness is incipient to Adam’s sin. It is a spiritual condition first, manifested in the physical body. In Acts 10:38, Peter says that everyone that Jesus healed had been oppressed by the devil. 

				how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. (Acts 10:38)

				Jesus penetrated Satan’s territory, bringing the light of God’s power and anointing to the oppressed (The Greek word dielthen for “went about” can be translated “to penetrate through” like it is in Hebrews 4:12: “for the word of God is alive . . . piercing until it divides soul from spirit”). Jesus could do this because Satan had nothing in him. 

				I will no longer talk much with you for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over me; but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us be on our way. (John 14:30)

				But, as he said to his disciples, that would change at the cross. He would offer himself, present his body upon the tree as a sacrifice, and yield himself to the Father’s heaping of sin upon him. That stacking of sin would include the spiritual root of sicknesses and diseases. Isaiah, the prophet, saw this when the transfer of sin on to Jesus had blotted out the sun. 

				Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; 

				yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted.

				But he was wounded for our transgressions; 

				crushed for our iniquities; 

				upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 

				and by his bruises we are healed. 

				Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain [disease].

				When you make his life an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, 

				and shall prolong his days; 

				through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. 

				(Isaiah 53:4–5, 10)
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				He made him sin. And he made him sickness and disease. 

				There are those who complain that sickness isn’t part of our redemption. Some even go so far to say that sickness is somehow God’s will, and a burden believers are required to bear. 

				They apparently haven’t seen what Isaiah saw. They haven’t seen how this laying on of sin, sickness, and disease marred Jesus beyond any resemblance of a man. Jesus showed us complete mastery over sickness when he was without sin. The Word demonstrates to us that he yielded himself to it while foisted upon Golgotha to bear it on our behalf. What he bore for us, we need not bear. 
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				Our Old man Crucified

			

		

		
			
				Crucified with Him

			

		

		
			
				The walk of real faith requires this: knowing that our old man was cruci-fied with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed.

			

		

		
			
				He had been sent forth by the Father for this moment. We know from Gethsemane there was no other avenue to effectuate redemption. He had been born of a woman, and under the Law, to have our sin heaped upon him and become a curse for us. 

				So the law came in with the result that the trespass multiplied (Romans 5:20a)

				Hanging between heaven and earth, cut off from the land of the living, the Father crushed him with our iniquities. 
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				Yet it pleased Yahweh to crush him . . . he shall bear their iniquities because he poured himself out to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sins of many; and made intercession for the transgressors. (Isaiah 53:10–12)

				At three in the afternoon, Jesus was fully made sin. The Lamb of God had become the goats of the Day of Atonement. They heard him scream out of the blackness, “It is finished!” and the veil of Israel’s Temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The Law had met its goal and its end. It had magnified mankind’s transgressions against God. For generations, rounds of death-doomed priests had had to offer sacrifices to cover our abject hopelessness in Adam. But there wouldn’t be any more need for more sacrifices for sin. The Law had found its focal point in the King of the Jews. 

					He made him sin (2 Corinthians 5:21)

					He became a curse (Galatians 3:13)

				Those around the cross heard him say, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” This was part of a larger prayer. He was entrusting himself to the Father to make him alive again and raise him up on the third day. 

				Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily.

				Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me.

				Into your hand I commend my spirit.

				My times are in your hand;

				deliver me from the hand of my enemies

					and persecutors.

				Let your face shine upon your servant;

					save me in your steadfast love.

				Don’t let me be put to shame, O Lord, 

					for I call upon you.

				Let the wicked be put to shame;

					let them go dumbfounded to Sheol. 

				(Psalm 31, 2, 5, 15–17)

				He had fully identified with us so we could be crucified with him.

					

				But if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. (Romans 6:8)

				The saying is sure: If we have died with him, we will also live with him. (2 Timothy 2:11)

				Made to be sin and exiled from the Father, he had to trust the Father to raise him again. The Father would do that when each and every man, woman, and child who had ever lived, or who was ever going to live could be born anew.

				Who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification [when we could be made alive]. (Romans 4:25, author’s comment)

				The Word prophesied that it’d be three days and nights. 
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				Three Days and Nights

			

		

		
			
				Buried with Him

			

		

		
			
				Jonah presents a dramatic action of the Jews’ monopolizing of the Gospel and how three days and nights would open it to the world.

			

		

		
			
				Jesus gave us the account of a certain rich man during his earthly ministry. This man, he said, lived luxuriously, dressed in purple and fine linen, and “feasted sumptuously” every day. But then one day he died.

					The rich man also died and was buried. (Luke 16:22b)

				Jesus, like this man, died and was buried. Once he had given up the ghost on the cross, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate if he and other followers could bury Jesus’ body in a tomb. Pilate agreed. The disciples took Jesus’ body down from the cross, prepared it for burial, and entombed it in Joseph’s stone tomb.
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				We were buried with him.

				When you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. (Colossians 2:12)

				Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we, too, might walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

				Jesus didn’t end the rich man’s story with his physical burial. The man’s spirit lived on.

				The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.” (Luke 16:22b–24)

				 

				During his earthly ministry, when the Jews (Israelites) were demanding that he show them a sign proving his divine directive, Jesus told them they had already been given the sign of Jonah.

					An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah, for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so for three days and three nights the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth. (Matthew 18:39b–40)

				Jonah was an Old Testament prophet who had the harrowing experience of spending three days and nights in the belly of a fish (“sea monster” in the NT). The second chapter of Jonah gives us echoes of prayers he offered up to God in the “belly of Sheol” (Jonah 2:2). 

					I called to the Lord out of my distress,

					And he answered me;

					Out of the belly of Sheol I cried,

					And you heard my voice

					(Psalm 18:4–6; Ps 22:24)

					You cast me into the deep,

					In the heart of the seas,

					And the flood surrounded me,

					All your waves and bellows passed over me.

					(Ps 69:1, 2, 14, 15)

					Then I said, “I am driven away from your sight.”

					How shall I look again upon your holy temple?

					

					The waters closed in over me;

					The deep surrounded me;

					Weeds were wrapped around my head.
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					At the roots of the mountains

					I went down to the land

					Whose bars closed upon me forever;

					Yet you brought my life from the Pit, 

					O Lord my God.

					(Ps 18:3; Ps 40:1, 2)

					As my life was ebbing away;

					I remembered the Lord;

					And my prayer came to you,

					Into your holy temple.

					(Ps 18:6)

					Those who worship vain idols

					Forsake their own loyalty.

					(Ps 31:6)

					But with the voice of thanksgiving

					Will I sacrifice to you;

					What I have vowed I will pay,

					Deliverance belongs to the Lord.

					(Jonah 2:2–9)

				Jonah’s prayers echoed different psalms (which are, in turn, echoes of other psalms). When we peer into these psalms, we find they are echoes of Jesus’ own prayers during the three days and nights. We catch this on the road to Emmaus. There, the day of his resurrection and hiding his identity, he met two disciples on the road. He listened in on their conversation about a man the Romans had just crucified whom they thought might have been their Messiah.

				Now on the same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While there were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” (Luke 24:13–28)
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				Seeing their unbelief, he confronted them about how he had to suffer.

				Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory? (Luke 24:25–26)

				Luke writes that Jesus, beginning with Moses and then with all the prophets, interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. “All that the prophets have declared” includes Jonah. And when Jesus appeared to his disciples later that evening, he expanded the revelation of scriptures about him to include the psalms.

				These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled; Thus it is written that the Messiah is to suffer and rise from the dead the third day . . .” (Luke 24:44–46)

				We hear echoes of Psalm 22 and 31 (“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”; “Into your hands I commend my spirit.”) on the cross. We hear him say, “I am thirsty,” fulfilling Psalm 69. The Apostle Paul shows us in Romans 15 that Psalms 18 and 69 were his very own words and prayers. 

				For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is written, “The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.” (Romans 15:3, quoting Psalm 69:10)

				For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy, as it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles and let all the peoples praise him.” (Romans 15:8–11, quoting Psalm 18:50, Deuteronomy 32:43, and Psalm 117:1)

				The writer of Hebrews shows us, too, that Psalm 40 is Jesus’ very own words. 

				Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then said I, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God” (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” (Hebrews 10:5–6, quoting Psalm 40:7–9).

				Psalm 40 speaks of the three days and nights. 

					I waited patiently for the Lord;

					he inclined his ear to me and heard my cry.

					He drew me up from the Pit of tumult,

					out of the miry bog (Psalm 40:1–2b)
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				Jonah echoes Psalm 40 (Jonah 2:2). He also echoes Psalms 22, 18, 31, and 69, all of which are Jesus’ own voice. These psalms, in turn, echo Psalm 88 (and Psalm 88 echoes Jonah). 

					O Lord, God of my salvation,

					when, at night, I cry out in your presence,

					let my prayer come before you;

					incline your ear to my cry.

					

					For my soul is full of troubles,

					and my life draws near to Sheol

					I am counted among those who go down to the Pit;

					I am like those who have no help.

					

					Like those forsaken among the dead,

					Like the slain that lie in the grave,

					Like those whom you remember no more,

					For they are cut off from your hand.

					You have put me in the depths of the Pit,

					in the regions of the dark and deep.

					Your wrath lies heavy upon me,

					and you overwhelm me with all your waves.

					Selah.

					You have caused my companions to shun me;

					You have made me a thing of horror to them,

					I am shut in so I cannot escape;

					My eye grows dim through sorrow.

					Every day I call on you, O Lord,

					I spread out my hands to you.

					Do you work wonders for the dead?

					Do the shades rise up to praise you?

					Selah

					Is your steadfast love declared in the grave,

					or your faithfulness in Abaddon?

					Are your wonders known in the darkness,

					or your saving help in the land of forgetfulness?

					But, I , O Lord, cry out to you;

					in the morning my prayer comes before you.

					O Lord, why do you cast me off?

					Why do you hide your face from me?

					Wretched and close to death from my youth up,

					I suffer your terrors; I am desperate. 
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					Your wrath has swept over me;

					Your dread assaults destroy me.

					They surround me like a flood all day long;

					from all sides they close in on me.

					You have caused friend and neighbor to shun me;

					My companions are in darkness.

					(Psalm 88)

				For three days and nights he suffered in the belly of the earth. We suffered with him for we were buried with him.

				but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that apart from God he might taste death for everyone. (Hebrews 2:9, marginal)

				Jesus was identified with our old man on the cross, that man created after Adam’s image and likeness after he had sinned against God.

				When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he became the father of a son in his likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth. (Genesis 5:3)

				It was this man, this hidden man of the heart, this Adamic man filled with spiritual death that was identified and crucified with Christ. 

				We know that our old man was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin (Romans 6:6, author’s translation)

				For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God, I have been crucified with Christ (Galatians 2:19)

				Jesus was sinless when he offered himself up on the cross. God made him sin on our behalf. We, having the Adamic nature, were crucified with him. 
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				My Righteous One Shall Live

			

		

		
			
				Made Alive with Him

			

		

		
			
				God told the prophet Habakkuk to write it out: My righteous one shall live by his faithfulness. 

			

		

		
			
				There came the moment when through the means of Jesus’ suffering we could be born again and made righteous. The Word prophesied that it would be on the third day. 

				After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may ive before him. (Hosea 6:2, 3)

				Who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. (Romans 4:25)
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				The time had come for God’s grand plan of resurrection. The Father reached down from on high to rescue his Son out of the Pit. Psalm 18, echoed in Jonah and set as Jesus’ own words in Romans 15, showcases the spiritual account of Jesus being made alive again in the Pit. 

				The cords of death encompassed me;

				the torrents of perdition assailed me;

				The cords of Sheol entangled me;

				the snares of death confronted me.

				In my distress I called upon the Lord;

				to my God I cried for help.

					

				From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry to him reached his ears.

				Then the earth rocked and reeled;

				the foundations also of the mountains trembled and quaked, because he was angry.

				Smoke went up from his nostrils,

				and devouring fire from his mouth;

				growing coals flamed forth from him.

				He bowed the heavens and came down;

				thick darkness under his feet.

				He rode on a cherub, and flew;

				he came swiftly upon the wings of the wind. 

				He made darkness his covering around him,

				his canopy thick clouds dark with water.

				Out of the brightness before him there broke through his clouds hailstones and coals of fire. 

				The Lord also thundered in the heavens and the Most High uttered his voice.

				And he sent out his arrows, and scattered them; he flashed his lightnings and routed them. 

				Then the channels of the sea were seen, and the foundations of the world were laid bare at your rebuke, O Lord, at the blast of your nostrils. 

				He reached down from on high;

				he took me; 

				he drew me up out of the mighty waters.

				He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from those who hated me;

					for they were too mighty for me.

				They confronted me in the day of my calamity, but the Lord was my support.

				He brought me out into a broad place;

			

		

	
		
			
				34

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				IN CHRIST

			

		

		
			
				he delivered me because he delighted in me. 

				The Lord rewarded me according to my righteousness; 

				according to the cleanness of my hands he recompensed me. 

				For I have kept the ways of the Lord, and have not wickedly departed from my God.

				For all his ordinances were before me, and his statutes I did not put away from me.

				I was blameless before him, and I kept myself from guilt.

				Therefore the Lord has recompensed me according to the cleanness of my hands in his sight. (Psalm 18:4–24)

				The Lord thundered in the heavens; the Most High uttered his voice. With the same voice that created stars, supernovas, and black holes; the same voice that caused darkness to roil like thunder down Sinai; the same voice that will create a new heaven and a new earth, God roared into the deep, “You are my Son! Today I have begotten you! Again I will be his father, and he will be my son!” (Acts 13:33, Hebrews 1:5) 

				Jesus was instantly made alive in the spirit. 

				For Christ also suffered for sins once and for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit. (1 Peter 3:18)

				Without any doubt, the mystery of our religion is great: He was revealed in the flesh, vindicated (made righteous) in spirit. (1 Timothy 3:16)

				He was the first to be born out from the spiritually dead (“from the dead” is literally “out from dead ones” in the Greek). Death couldn’t hold him any longer.

				But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. (Acts 2:24)

				He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. (Colossians 1:18)

					

				Jesus had become united with us on the cross. We were united with him in the heart of the earth. We became united with him in new life. His being made alive again was our being made alive.

				And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us our trespasses. (Colossians 2:13)

				Even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ. (Ephesians 2:3a)
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				And it is in this identification with Christ where we are summed up in him that we find our hope of resurrection. 

				For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. (Romans 6:5)

				For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. (1 Corinthians 15:21–22)

				His indestructible life is our life. This is not some poetical nicety. It is gospel fact. 

				In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. . . . In him was life, and the life was the light of men. (John 1:1–2, 4)

				His life is our light, our development, our translation out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God’s dear son. 
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				made alive in spirit

			

		

		
			
				He Was Made Righteous

			

		

		
			
				John the Revelator’s vision of the risen Christ attests to the fact that Je-sus is forever the faithful and true witness. 

			

		

		
			
				He had offered himself a sinless sacrifice on the cross. And God crushed him with our iniquities. He died a worm, was hurled out into darkness, banished from light, exiled from God. On the third day, God infused him with the materiality of his own nature. He was not only made alive with the life of God, he was made righteous. 

				Thus is it written, “The first man became a living soul”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. (1 Corinthians 15:45)

				And to clothe yourselves with the new man, created according to the likeness of God 

			

		

		
			
				36

			

		

		
			
				IN CHRIST

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
			
				37

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				IN CHRIST

			

		

		
			
				in true righteousness and holiness. (Ephesians 4:24)

				It was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus Christ (through the faith of Jesus Christ). (Romans 3:26)

				He was restored to that wonderful and intimate relationship with the Father that he had had in the beginning. 

					In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was face-to-face with God, and the Word was God. (John 1:1, author’s translation)

				God appointed him high priest of the new creation assembly and handed him a kingdom of righteousness in the same breath.

				This was confirmed with an oath; for others who became priests took their office without an oath, but this one became a priest with an oath, because of the one who said to him, “The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, ‘You are a priest forever’”—accordingly Jesus has also become the guarantee of a better covenant. (Hebrews 7:20–22)

				On the Day, the high priest would slit the throat of the second goat, designated al-YHWH. He’d gather the blood up in a bowl and enter the Holy of Holies, where the Shekinah glory of God was present. There he’d sprinkle the goat’s blood on the mercy seat where the Shekinah presence shone to make atonement for the sins of the people. 

				The Father appointed Jesus as high priest of the new covenant to effect the ultimate sacrifice once and for all. He had shed his blood on the cross. He now had to consummate the sacrifice by presenting his blood before the Father in the true temple in the heavens. 
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				If Christ Be Not Raised

			

		

		
			
				Raised with Him

			

		

		
			
				Modern Christianity emphasizes the cross. But the Apostle Paul and the Gospels all emphasized the resurrection. 

			

		

		
			
				Jesus was resurrected on the third day. Following his resurrection, he still had to consummate his sacrifice to obtain eternal salvation for us. 

				But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb, and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.

				They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I don’t know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know it was him. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping, Whom are you looking for?” Supposing 
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				him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold on to me [Don’t touch me], because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God.’” (John 20:11–17)

				“Don’t touch me.” Mary had mistaken him for a gardener because he was wearing white. The 
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				high priest was to wear a white linen tunic for the Day (see Leviticus 16:4). Jesus was the high priest of the new covenant, and had to stay ceremoniously clean to enter the holy place in heaven and present his blood.

				Since, then, we have a great high priest who passed through the heavens, Jesus, the son of God, let us hold fast our confession. (Hebrews 4:14)

				Once Mary left, he ascended and consummated his own sacrificial offering. 

				For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. (Hebrews 9:24)

				But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) he entered once and for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats . . . but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. (Hebrews 9:11–12)

				As the author of Hebrews writes, he appeared before God, not for himself, but for us, those who needed to be saved. We were raised together with him. His resurrection is our resurrection. 

				and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly place in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:6)

				so if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. (Colossians 3:1)

				We were not only raised with him, his resurrection and the presentation of his own blood before the Father was the death knell for the adversary, the one who had darkened our minds and kept us enslaved.

				Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. (Hebrews 2:14, 15)

				the son of God was revealed for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. (1 John 3:8)

				The believer, having believed in the resurrection and having identified Jesus as his Lord, is no longer beholden to the adversary. He has been made alive to God, and that freedom is eternal. 
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				A Resurrected man

			

		

		
			
				Seated with Him

			

		

		
			
				When the Father seated Christ at his right hand, he seated the church there, too.

			

		

		
			
				Once he had consummated the sacrifice, God glorified him.

					And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all the angels of God worship him.” (Hebrews 1:6)

					But to which of the angels has he ever said, “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet?” (Hebrews 1:13)

				Jesus’ work was so magnificent, so extraordinary, God seated him at his own right hand, to rule and reign forever. His seating marks the complete fulfillment of God’s original 
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				redemptive plan to save mankind and to save creation. 

					When he had made a purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he inherited is more excellent than theirs. (Hebrews 1:4)

					Your throne, O God, is forever and ever! (Hebrews 1:8)

					In the beginning, O Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will wear out like clothing; like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will never end. (Hebrews 11:10–12)

				The Apostle Paul described the strength behind the resurrection and this coronation of the Son of Man.

				and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet, and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. (Ephesians 1:19–22)

				He is the very reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of his being. But he is also the head of the church, the new creation family. It’s almost beyond imagination: God has seated a reborn man at his very right hand. And not only that, he has seated the church with him as well.

					Who is to condemn us? It is Christ Jesus who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. (Romans 8:34)

					And raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 2:6)

					So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. (Colossians 3:1)

				His seating is the seal of our acceptance in the Beloved. And that acceptance is eternal. The Father has declared that we are to rule and reign with Christ for ever and ever. 
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				Fearless faith

			

		

		
			
				Epilogue

			

		

		
			
				Understanding the import of our identification with the Son of God is the first step to a fearless walk of faith. 

			

		

		
			
				When we catch a glimpse of the white light of the Father’s redemptive plan, and the depths that Jesus underwent to please him, laying hold of salvation for us, we can’t help but love the book.

				When we approach the Father with the conscious knowledge of who we are in Christ, we can’t help but have a marvelous prayer life. Instead of filling up our dialogue with the Father with the lusts of our eyes and the pride of life, we will bubble over with praise for what he has accomplished for us and fall in with him with the concerns for those who haven’t yet heard his marvelous gospel.

				And when we leave our prayer closets to tread out into the world, our testimony won’t be the stuff of days gone by. It will be a present-tense testimony of an ever-present and faithful Father who is living and moving within his people.
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